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In 1915 Joseph Austen Chamberlain published
“for my children and for other members of the
family” a remarkable family history. Covering the
period from 1607 for the Chamberlains and from
1704 for the Harbens through to 1915. Only 50
copies of the book were printed and then
distributed amongst close family. Two have ended

“ ”
The last time we met was, I think, when
we blew up a snail with gunpowder
Joseph Chamberlain when reunited with his boyhood
friend who had since become the Solicitor-General
for Ireland. Page 18

An extraordinarily intimate
glimpse of the Chamberlain

and Harben families.

up in the unique Chamberlain Collection held at the University of Birmingham - where they can
be consulted but not reproduced. A third copy was offered for sale at the end of 2002 and it is from

this copy, presented to Mary Chamberlain, an eBook has been
produced and can now be purchased online from

www.austenfamily.org
An eBook from www.austenfamily.org is a
reproduction that can equally be viewed on a
computer screen or be printed on a home inkjet or

The Second Joseph C
ham

berlain, photographed in 1859, opposite page 54

Read the full Index
before you buy!
As part of the transcription process a comprehensive six-page index
has been created and this is available at www.austenfamily.org
This index is in the same PDF format as the eBook.

laser printer. Being a faithful transcription of the
original book any combinations of words, names and
dates can be searched in seconds. The eBook of
‘Notes on the families of Chamberlain and Harben’
is supplied in two forms; the transcribed version
designed for viewing, printing and searching, and a
full set of images of the actual page views of the
whole book - to enable double checking of the
accuracy of the transcribed version.
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”“not a fit associate on the Bench...

is notorious for his want of education.

... ignorance particulary of the Laws of
his country.

Maltster, Shopkeeper, Banker, Magistrate and Ironmonger,
1736-1803.

Thomas Harben., Esq

Comments by Sir Godfrey Vassell Webster, Baronet., to the
Lewes Quarter Sessions in 1795, on the appointment of
Thomas Harben., Esq., to the Bench. He also choose to have
these comments published in both local Sussex and London
papers. Thomas Harben replied in full... Pages 36 onwards...
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Technical Information:
The original book is entitled, ‘Notes
on the families of Chamberlain and
Harben’. Privately published in 1915 by Joseph Austen
Chamberlain. Printed by T. and A. Constable, at the Edinburgh
University Press. 84 pages, with 20 illustrations on separate
leaves and a further three pages of genealogical charts.
The eBook version is presented in two files. These are in Adobe
Acrobat Portable Document Format (PDF) and version 4 or
higher of the free Acrobat reader is required to view these files
- this reader software is not included with the eBook. The main
file is 740k in size and can be emailed directly on purchase. It
has been transcribed by hand and not by Optical Character
Recognition (OCR) software. While it is a faithful transcription
there is always the possibility of error which is the reason for
the second PDF file. The second file is 9.3megs in size and
consists of 100dpi greyscale images of every page. It is not
intended as a reading source or for printing purposes. Both
files are supplied on CD-Rom and are sent by post.

Ongoing technical support is provided by email:
eBooks-support@austenfamily.org Mary Austen, 1752-1843, opposite page 48

Read the full Index
before you buy!

As part of the transcription process a comprehensive
six-page index has been created and this is available at

www.austenfamily.org
This index is in the same PDF format as the eBook.


